A Brief History of Falasteen
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A brief history of Falasteen From the fertile crescent to the second intifada-
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Overview Prehistory, Biblical history, Ancient history, Modern History, The creation of Israel,
The 67 war, Recent history-

Prehistory )
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Abraham the Patriarch Born Ur, Mesopotamia 1948 BC Died Canaan, 2123 BC, (aged 175 years),
Buried Hebron. Biblical history-
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« According to the Bible, the Israelites destroyed the walls of Jericho And killed everyone who lived there-
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» Ancient history 1500 BC — 500 BC Falasteen is a mix of small competing kingdoms and tribal ruling groups:
Canaanites, Jobsites, Amorites, NetBeans, Hebrews, Phoenicians, Philistines, Samaritans. Predominant
language: Aramaic (origin of Arabic, Hebrew and Syriac) Dead sea scrolls written in Aramaic and Hebrew-
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« The Babylonian exile Jewish nobility carried off to Babylon by Nebuchadnezzar Liberated by King Cyrus of
Persia in 583 bc-
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200 BC - Falasteen was at the border between 2 great empires * Seleucid (Persian) Empire * Roman Empire
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Written history — Roman conquest-

The Romans called the area Falasteen-

Herod the Great 73 bc — 4 bc.

The «Jewish Revolt » - Jerusalem sacked by the Romans in 70 a.d

The rise of Islam — the Califate 600 a.d. — Mohammad
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« Europe and the Christian comeback - The crusades — 1100 — 1200
1200 - 1100 -G -l sl Sy

» Jerusalem sacked by the Christian crusaders (1099) Thousands of Muslims and Jews raped and slaughtered.

Christian kingdoms established. . ‘
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* Back and forth... 1187 Saladin defeats the crusaders. Falasteen becomes Muslim again. 1250 The Mongols

defeat Saladin and briefly take control of the area- '
WU A b1 S s e B o ipmed udsf 250 0T b L i AL E G B s Sy ITe1187

The Mamluks resist the Mongol tide and drive them back. Falasteen becomes Muslim again, but there are still
many Jews and Christians The Muslim Mamluk empire is established and lasts 250 years.
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* The Ottoman empire 1517 — 1914
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» Muslims and Jews expelled from Spain and Portugal — 1500 — 1600 Welcomed by Ottomans
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« Europe keeps trying to wrest control of the region from the Ottomans 1800 — France - Napoleon 1830°’s — Britain
e sE SIS L Yy e S L L e P F1830 18004t s1ef 2371

» Suez Canal (1869) is constructed with French and English money and is the key link to India By 1882 —
Britain has gained tenuous control over Egypt and Sudan. ..through local intermediaries-
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* Modern history — 1900 — the sides shape up prior to WW1- .
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» Outbreak of WW1 English officer T.E. Lawrence is tasked with helping the Arabs fight against the Ottomans by
promising them independence-
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« 1916 — the Sykes Picot agreement France and England secretly agree to divide the middle East between them

after the war. :
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* 1917 The ‘Balfour Declaration’ But there i1s more... England promises Falasteen as a ‘national home for the
Jewish People’ °...it being clearly understood that nothing shall be done which may prejudice the civil and
religious rights of existing non-Jewish communities in Falasteen-
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» First Falasteen Arab Congress 1919 - « 27 delegates from Muslim-Christian societies across Falasteen. « Most
delegates were from the propertied class ¢ Sent cable to Paris peace talks demanding renunciation of Balfour
Declaration 1920 - Britain banned all Arab political gatherings 1920 - 3rd congress — Haifa, held in secret
proposed: ¢ a parliament elected by a one-citizen-one-vote system. * Condemned the notion of a homeland for
the Jewish people. * Objected to the recognition of the World Zionist Organization as an official body and the
use of Hebrew as an official language. * Declared the British administration illegal, since the League of Nations

had not yet reached a decision about the status of the territory.
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« 1920 —Britain names Herbert Samuel as military governor of Falasteen Samuel is a former cabinet minister and
a Jewish Zionist He immediately begins to consolidate the position of the Jewish community in Falasteen
Hebrew declared official language 1918...the Ottomans are defeated, Britain takes over Falasteen, France takes

Syria
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« 1922 — The League of Nations approves British control England gets « mandate » for Falasteen, Transjordan
and Irag Samuel becomes British High Commissioner and effective ruler of Palestine The Palestinians feel they
have been betrayed-
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» Population of Falasteen — 1851 - 1948 After 1924, European Jewish immigration increases rapidly. Source:
palestineisraelpopulation.blogspot.ca/

bl ol e 7 AR St 19481851 ¢ 1oL TS 2

« Jewish purchases of land increase. 1922 - Here a rabbi signs a land purchase agreement with a local Sheikh.
Money often collected by Jewish National Fund in Europe and USA 1924 — JNF box — Pittsburgh, P.A. Jewish
National Fund Founded 1901 First land purchased in Palestine 1903
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« By 1945, Jewish land ownership constituted about 6% of Falasteen Source: A Survey of Falasteen, Table 2
showing Holdings of Large Jewish Lands Owners as of December 31st, 1945, British Mandate
Gt Jlor & o dor §9b 419457 331 2 S ees /uwuf’/"’_&@u’uﬁjdjviﬁ FEAF T ug&ugmﬁutjg! 65 2 F1945
_t“fgu/;/u}:ad/umgzi

» Concentrated in the best agricultural areas-
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» Arab peasants expelled from Jewish land Landless Palestinians without work accumulated in Jaffa, Haifa
other urban areas Not allowed to join Jewish Labour unions or work in Jewish enterprises
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» The rising Arab revolt in Falasteen - 1935 - 1939 a nationalist uprising against British colonial rule, as a
demand for independence and opposition to mass Jewish immigration Three phases 1 1930 — 35 Sporadic
violence ¢ Increasingly organized attacks by landless ex tenant farmers against Jews ¢ Jews form and train
secret militias 2. 1936 - Formation of Higher Arab Committee (HAC) Tried to negotiate solution with British.
2 key demands: ¢ Independence ¢ Stop mass Jewish immigration Ignored by British 1zz-ad-din-al-Qassam
Muslim cleric and resistance fighter Killed by British 1936
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» Phase 3 — General Strike & Palestinian insurrection 36 -39 ¢ Viciously put down by British troops aided by
Jewish militias « Over 100 leaders hanged, another 1000 killed. « 10% of male Palestinian population killed,
wounded, jailed or exiled ¢ Palestinian leadership completely decapitated-
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« 1939 — 45 WWII During WWII, many Jews in Falasteen joined the British Army. Some went overseas, but

most served in Falasteen.
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« As WWII ends, Jewish militias turn their attack against the British July 22, 1946, King David Hotel, British
HQ blown up by Haganah. 91 dead. UK decides to turn Palestine over to the UN.
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1947 - The UN partition plan Main features * 55% of total land area for Jewish state » The coast i1s divided e
The Galilee is divided ¢ Jaffa to be an Arab enclave ¢ Jerusalem to be internationalized « Neguev is for Israel
Other * Economic union ¢ Rights of all to be respected
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« Some Jewish militia groups reject partition. Here the Irgun claims all of Falasteen and Jordan as part of
‘L’Erez Israel’ Jewish militias immediately begin to take military action-
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« The day after the UN declaration, the Irgun prepared to attack Jaffa - From Plaque in the Irgun Museum, also
called the “Museum of the Liberation of Jaffa” (right)
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* The beginning of the Palestinian ‘Nakba’— January 1948 « Jaffa attacked by Irgun ¢ Haifa attacked by Haganah
» Hundreds killed, thousands flee « Massacres in dozens of villages ¢ British Army seem unable or unwilling to
intervene ¢ By April 1948 more than 400,000 Palestinians have fled
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« According to Ilan Pappe, official records show that the plans for expelling the Palestinians had been elaborated
in the ‘30’s. ‘The war and the holocaust gave the Jewish militias the pretext they needed’ — Pappe
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* Why did people run away? Why don’t they come back? Lots of refugees in the world — Afghanistan, Somalia,

Iraq, but all have the right to return The Palestinians are the only refugee group to be denied the “right to
return”-
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April 9, 1947 — Deir Yassin — one of the most famous, and most important massacres. Palestinians flee the
Jerusalem area, and Jewish troops take control of the area. Most flee towards Jordan
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« 1947 - Jewish militias ignore corpus separatum, ‘cleanse” West Jerusalem, and take control right up to the Old
City. Tens of thousands of Palestinians flood into the \WWest Bank and Jordan
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« May 15th, 1948 — end of the British Mandate.. David Ben Gurion declares the Independence of the State of
Israel... But no borders are declared, and the ethnic cleansing continues... The next day, the neighboring Arab
countries declare that they will not recognize Israel . They declare war on the new State of Israel.
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« Lydda, 1948 A city, a massacre, and the Middle East today By Ari Shavit
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1949 Ceasefire (after 6 months of fighting) Key elements Israel controls 72% of former Mandate Palestine,
including: ¢ Jaffa « West Jerusalem ¢ All of the Galilee ¢ Jordan now controls the West Bank ¢ Egypt controls

Gaza * Border to be determined ¢ 750,000 Palestinians are refugees-
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UN Partition plan vs. Armistice Agreement

_oﬁb*uj&//f,gwfﬁgffﬁd;ﬁ'(l}‘l



g A - W 17

The State of Israel after 1948 e Israel is recognized by UN in May 1949, Vote 37 — 12 « «on condition that
refugees be allowed to return » * 150,000 Palestinians remain in Israel, but live under martial law « Many lose
their homes ¢ Hundreds of villages are destroyed * Thousands of acres of land confiscated Violetta Khoury,
Christian pharmacist from Nazareth, Friend of Sabeel-
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The Israeli countryside is littered with remains of destroyed Palestinian villages-
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« 1949 — 1960 Disorganized, demoralised Palestinians wait in refugee camps for UN to enforce its resolution
(#242) But no action... Then turn hopes to Gamal Nasser Of Egypt and “Pan Arab Nationalism™ “If the
refugees return to Israel, Israel will cease to exist.” But Nasser dies and with it the Palestinian dream of his
helping them to return-
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* 1964 — Creation of the Palestinian Liberation Organization ¢ Arafat’s political base is in the refugee camps ¢
Palestinians must count on their own resources * PLO organizes guerilla attacks against Israel-
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CAPITAL OF PALESTINE




